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The proletariat will create its own 
democratic public information infrastructure [1] 

 

A democratic and public information platform serving the 

proletariat, and controlled by the proletariat, as a class, 

will prove to be the essential infrastructure that will allow 

the working class to:  
 

► harness the revolution in information and 

      the full power of political transparency;  

► link together all worthwhile struggles for partial 

      demands, and defend these struggles against  

      hijacking and liquidation by liberal reformists 

      and treacherous social democrats; 

► create the independent, transparent and 

     democratic organization the proletariat needs; 

► raise its own consciousness of its position 

     in society and its necessary and its inevitable 

     historic mission; and 

► finish what Lenin started in 1917 
 

1. What is a democratic public information platform? 

The democratic public platform the proletariat needs can be understood 

to be something like a combination of social media platform (like 

facebook or twitter), publishing platform (such as blogs or YouTube) 

and a unified interface to interesting information (like wikipedia).   

The platform will also need to provide each individual user with an easy 

way to organize any form of information and to exercise control over 

(and pull content from, or push content to) his or her other social media 

platforms or blogs.  

 The platform will be based on a set of core principles, and will be 

designed and implemented in such a way as to be resistant to capture  

 

and control by any group of individuals or organizations which aim to 

liquidate it or to divert it from its core mission--which is to make it 

possible for the proletariat to make itself conscious, overthrow the rule of 

capital, and create a world of peace, abundance and genuine community 

for all. 

The platform will consist (in a more material description) of a large 

number of identical public databases (like wikileaks), accessed via public 

domain software maintained by an open community of supporters who 

will use mathematical blockchain methods (like bitcoin, etc) to verify that 

no one has been fucking with the integrity of the identical databases. 

2. Platform will stand on three legs 

The digital platform the proletariat needs will stand on three legs, each of 

which will be essential: 

(1) being open to participation from all activists and workers 

(2) democratic rights for productive participation 

(3) capable of defending a high signal-to-noise ratio 
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The proletariat needs forums that are open to the democratic 

participation of activists, and which are also based on principles that 

will make possible, in a practical way, a productive exchange of views 

and experience between activists, and which will be characterized by a 

high signal-to-noise ratio that will not waste the time of (and drive 

off) people with experience and talent. 

3. We need to avoid substitutionism 

This democratic public platform will be created in the years ahead.  In 

the meantime, we must be careful to guard against the error of 

"substitutionism", whereby a small group attempts to take on a task 

which is far beyond their ability. 

The potential of this platform is too large for it to be created, at the 

present time, by any small group of individuals (although prototypes or 

pilot projects may be created, at this time, in order to test out, 

experiment with, and showcase principles and ideas).  Rather, such a 

project will require a critical mass of support from conscious activists 

who recognize the need for it, and who have the experience and 

determination to make it happen 

4. We need productive discussion of core principles 

Having studied and worked on this for many years, I have developed a 

ton of ideas for the principles which must guide the development of this 

platform and allow it to:  

(1) skillfully combine the three legs (ie: openness, democratic rights 

      and a high signal-to-noise ratio) and 

(2) implement the content management functions of social media 

      and publishing to create the unified interface to everything 

      the proletariat needs in order to become conscious of itself, 

      as a class; throw off its fetters; and bring an end to the pain 

      and misery which are inevitable under the rule of capital. 

I have ideas--but I need people (ie: activists with experience and 

dedication) to talk to so that I can write and draw about these ideas 

using words and graphics that are understandable to people with 

dedication and experience in the movement. 

Now is the time for to engage in public discussion concerning the 

necessity of a democratic public platform such as I describe here, so that, 

over the next few years, we can develop a public consensus concerning 

the core principles which must guide it. 

I am asking activists, today, to engage with me in this public discussion, 

and to help bring this discussion to wider circles of activists and 

workers.                                     

Ben Seattle -- July 15, 2017 

Notes 

[1] This essay is based on a slightly revised version of Appendix B of my 

July 9 letter to the Communist league of Tampa. -- Ben 

 [2] I make graphics to illustrate what I write.  Following are a few pages 

of selected graphics related to this: 
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<end> 


