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The Politics of Being Easily Offended: 

Social democracy, identity politics 
and the racist white socialists 
who exploit black bodies 

Ben Seattle looks beneath the surface of politics as usual 

We need to be clear on this: if we intend to overthrow the class rule of 
the one percent--we are going to offend a lot of people. We need to get 
used to this. 

We will offend not only the millionaires and billionaires who would 
rather die (or kill) than have their wealth expropriated. We will also 
offend many of our fellow activists in the movement itself, which 
(unfortunately) is saturated with all kinds of nonsense, illusions and 
dysfunction--which is holding us back. We need to confront this 
dysfunction. And when we do so, many activists may begin to feel that 
they are out of their comfort zone. These activists should (and will) 
make their feelings known. We cannot build a healthy and powerful 
movement without healthy public confrontation. 

And it is happening. 

My reply to: @Aila, @Neal and @Mackenzie: 

> wowwwww dude you have drunk the kool-aid. I'm not at all 
> against your anti-capitalism, but class is not the one 
> and only axis with which to measure and analyze the world!! 
> Right now, you're COMPLETELY missing the point, and therefore 
> (clearly not on purpose, but definitely in practice) being 
> both racist and misogynistic. Take a step back, and LISTEN. 

First, I would like to thank the three of you. As far as I am concerned 
you are all fine activists. The most important principle here is that you 
are talking to me. That is the road forward. And if activists learn to 
share their experience and their differences with one another in ways 
that are principled, patient, protracted and calm--our movement will 
become more powerful. 

 

Some people argue that we should not learn to share our experience 
publicly--and should instead just keep everything bottled up tightly so 
that it passes away with us. My comrade Frank is like that, 
unfortunately. My attitude is different. My view is that if we cannot 
learn to share our experience in public--then there is no reason for our 
hearts to beat. We would be useless to the movement. 

Most likely you are all younger than me. You are connected to the 
movement, the same movement, it appears to me, that inspired respect, 
attention, participation and support from Sandra Bland herself. 

You have expressed your views with passion and conviction. I believe 
these kinds of exchanges are not only healthy, but necessary for the 
development of a movement which is deserving of the attention and 
respect of millions. 

We don't see things exactly the same on all issues, you and me. But I 
guess that is what makes the world interesting. If everyone had the 
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exact same thinking about everything--well that would be a world I 
would not want to live in. 

It is clear to me that the disagreement between you and me is not 
something new. This disagreement, or contradiction as I call it, has 
been around for a while--and has a history. 

I am something of a student of this history and, I believe, so are you. 
So we have something in common. 

================================================== 

1. An introduction 
================================================== 

I became political a long time ago. I was facing the draft and I realized 
I had to know for certain whether the war in Vietnam was a war for 
freedom and democracy, as I had believed, or a war of imperialist 
aggression. The question had been of academic interest to me for a few 
years before that. But at one point I counted and suddenly realized that 
the number of years left before I was draft age--was smaller than the 
number of years this fucking war was going to last. And then my 
interest became consuming. Now I had some skin in the game. 

I am glad to hear from all three of you. I don't agree with your 
descriptions of me as a racist and so on. That term, "racist", was used 
in the movement of my youth. It was a very powerful word. It was not 
used lightly. Later on, of course, as the movement lost consciousness, 
and transitioned from life to death, some people would toss around a 
word like "racist" at the drop of a hat. But the people who would toss 
around a word like that at the drop of a hat--in circumstances where it 
was clearly not called for--came to be viewed by most others as a bit 
silly. 

I hope you guys are not like that. 

I am glad to hear from the three of you because you make me feel 
alive. I remember the enthusiasms of my youth. Fortunately, we didn't 
have google or facebook back then, because I said a lot of stupid 
things--and thank god there is no record of the stupid things I said. 

One of my high school classmates has a tape recording of a political 
speech he made at that time to other students. This was a very charged 

period. He says he cannot listen to the tape now because of the cringe 
factor at his own naivite. I remember the times. I remember the 
speech. 

Now that I have introduced myself, let's get down to business. 

The most interesting political principle that has emerged in our 
discussion concerns how we are going to end racist police murders. 

================================================== 

2. We need to make these murders STOP 
================================================== 

I argued that racist police murders can never end as long as society is 
ruled by the one percent. The one percent give a cop the power to kill a 
woman because she refused to kiss his feet and obey his order to put 
out her cigarette. 

Yes, the cop was a white racist who got off on doing his best to 
dominate and humiliate this woman. But at some point we need to get 
serious and ask the simple question of why this racist cop has life-and-
death power over a woman who is interested only in standing up for 
her rights. That power of life and death was not put into the hands of 
that cop by god. That power was put into the hands of that racist cop 
by the one percent, otherwise known as the bourgeoisie. This is what 
everyone needs to know. 

I intend to do my best to make sure that everyone knows that if we 
want to STOP brutal, racist police murders--then the ONLY way we 
can do this is by overthrowing the rule of the one percent. 

When we overthrow the rule of the one percent--then police will not 
have that kind of power--and will not need it. Nearly all (if not 
completely all) of the functions of police could be handled quite well 
by unpaid volunteers who would not need to be the personification of 
deadly force. This is how things will work when the proletariat runs 
society. It is only the one percent who NEED to train the police to act 
as a vicious, racist army of occupation. 

 

(continued next page) 
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================================================== 

3. You have no solution 
================================================== 

I don't think any of the three of you offered ANY OTHER way 
forward that would STOP racist police murders. 

I think one or more of you did talk about overcoming white racism, or 
some similar phrase. But phrases like "overcoming white racism" are 
nebulous terms that mean different things to different people. As long 
as the one percent own the law and everything else in our society--then 
the ruling one percent will NEED the police to be racist--in order to 
carry out the ancient method of rule developed in Sumaria: divide-and-
rule. 

Furthermore, there is another, rather large, problem with this line. It 
basically let's the ruling class (ie: the ruling one percent, the ruling 
bourgeoisie) off the hook--as if they are not who we should hold 
responsible for *everything* that is fucked up. The ruling bourgeoisie 
keeps us ignorant, keeps us divided, keeps us in a position of being 
isolated, ignorant, alienated atoms, aware only of the images and ideas 
they bombard us with and use to shape our dreams. We will really only 
be able to work together and learn from one another on the largest 
scale--after the class rule of the ruling one percent is overthrown. And, 
in particular, until the class rule of the bourgeoisie is overthrown--we 
will continue to experience racist police murders. 

It is like this on every front. Until the class rule of the bourgeoisie is 
overthrown--we will experience imperialist war, racism, poverty, 
environmental meltdown--and everything else--because these things 
are necessary in order for the bourgeoisie to protect its class rule by 
means of divide-and-rule. 

 

 

(continued next column) 

 

 

================================================== 

4. struggles will become more powerful 
    as they are connected together 
================================================== 

You try to oppose the principle that it is necessary to overthrow the 
class rule of the ruling one percent. You oppose this principle with a 
truism: 

> The idea that the working-class ruling the world 
> would magically solve *all* the problems is an 
> oppressive fantasy, in that it minimizes and 
> silences every struggle besides economic struggle. 
> This is directly violent. 

Actually I am not in favor of the method of relying on magic. I know 
many activists who do rely on magic (they are not hard to find) but I 
base myself on the material world. 

Yes, every struggle, on every front, that takes place under conditions 
of bourgeois rule will continue after bourgeois rule is overthrow. The 
difference will be that, after bourgeois rule is overthrown--the 
conditions of struggle will be vastly better. It is kind of like--you are in 
a fight--but you suffer from a disadvantage in that your hands are tied 
behind your back and you are blindfolded. That is what struggle is like 
under conditions of bourgeois rule. Overthrowing bourgeois rule is 
like breaking out of the handcuffs and ripping off the blindfold. It 
changes the fundamental character of each and every one of these 
struggles. But this is not magic. This is materialism. 

You also accuse me of promoting an idea that (supposedly) 
"minimizes and silences every struggle besides economic struggle". 
The opposite is true. EVERY JUST STRUGGLE in existence will 
become MORE POWERFUL when it is CONNECTED to the central 
organizing idea of our time: that a world without bourgeois rule is both 
possible and necessary. All of these struggles will become more 
POWERFUL because they will be CONNECTED TOGETHER by the 
recognition that these are all struggles against a common enemy. 
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As these struggles become connected together--increasing 
opportunities will develop for the cooperation and coordination of 
these independent struggles--in ways that make them more powerful 
and capable of defending their independence. 

I gave the example earlier that nothing will make the bourgeoisie yank 
back harder on the leash of their killer cops--than the knowledge that 
every murder by a cop will drive home to millions the conviction that 
the class rule of the bourgeoisie must be overthrown. In political 
terms--that means that it becomes a lot more expensive for our ruling 
class every time one of their racist cops kills someone. 

 

 

 

================================================== 

5. It is social democracy and their Democratic Party  
masters who work effectively to co-opt the movement 
================================================== 

You have also accused me of (supposedly) not caring about the co-
option of the movement. But I have actually been active on this front 
in terms of creating clarity concerning how the co-option is organized, 
and by who, and for what end. 

It turns out that there is a broad political trend (one with hundreds of 
sub-trends--but united loosely on the basis of a common ideology and 
network of support), widely known today as social democracy--that 
has been cultivated and supported by the class of big-time capitalists 
going back more than 150 years. It is social democracy (and their 
masters in the Democratic Party) that co-opt the mass movements. 
That is _what_ they do. That is _all_ they do. Of course the social 
democrats do a lot of good things too. That is because they cannot co-
opt unless they have some credibility. So they buy credibility with a 
little help now and then from those capitalists who are familiar enough 
with history to understand that $15 an hour is a small price to pay to 
help keep a genuinely independent movement, like Occupy (WHICH 
THEY COULD NOT CONTROL), from emerging again like a 
CANCER. 

================================================== 

6. White socialists exploiting black bodies 
================================================== 

You have also accused me of being a "white socialist exploiting black 
bodies" like the RCP. The RCP is the kind of organization that gives 
cargo cults a bad name. All of their personalities have disturbing 
similarities--in that you get the feeling that, like some weird social 
insect, they want to drag you back to their nest to feed to their larvae. 
It is kind of like Scientology--except more so. Much more so. 

The problem with your argument is that I am in no way responsible for 
the actions of the RCP, or the ISO or SA or any of the "white 
socialists" you talk about. 98 percent of the people called "white 
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socialists" are what I call social democrats. And pretty much the rest 
have serious problems. 

I am not one of those people. 

I am serious about what I am doing. 

Yes, in your way of thinking--I am a "white socialist". After all, most 
of my family came from various parts of Eastern and Western Europe. 
And I live by the principle that the class rule of the one percent must 
be overthrown and society run by the working class. And I live by the 
principle that activists must organize to put the need for this directly 
into the minds of millions and billions of people. So, in your thinking, 
I am like these notoriously manipulative, stinking, cargo cults. 

But the fact that this is true in your mind does not make it true in the 
larger material world. 

I am in favor of political transparency. All of the cargo cults are afraid 
of political transparency like the scarecrow in the Wizard of Oz was 
afraid of fire. 

================================================== 

7. Political transparency will allow the proletariat 
    to make itself conscious and invincible 
================================================== 

I intend to work, with what time I have left, to help in the creation and 
development of an independent and democratic news, culture, 
discussion and analysis service that would be created by, and for, the 
principle of political transparency--as understood by the most militant, 
experienced and determined activists. 

Such an independent and democratic news service would dissolve the 
cargo cults like cubes of sugar in boiling water. 

Nor would the social democrats be able to co-opt it or seize control. 
This core principle was proven during Occupy: a relatively small 
critical mass of conscious and militant activists could mobilize newly 
politicized activists in numbers that were many times larger than the 
size of their own ranks--to expose and defeat the efforts of the social 
democrats to co-opt the movement. 

Such a news service would create clarity concerning nearly every 
highly important political, economic or cultural event on the surface of 
the earth. And this news service would connect each and every one of 
these events to the need for the class rule of the one percent to be 
overthrown. 

So, this news service would be kind of like my meme (which 
*connected* the outrage over Sandra Blands' murder to the only way 
forward which can STOP racist police murders) -- except that the 
hundreds or thousands of articles, graphics, videos and memes created 
every day or every week would probably be created with 
immeasurably greater skill. 

================================================== 

8. A generous offer 
================================================== 

You said: 

> Follow the leadership of Black radical activists. 

I am so glad that you gave me this piece of advice. Things have been 
very difficult (and lonely) for me because I not found _any_ leadership 
in the movement that was worth following. As a result I have been 
forced to think for myself. As you can imagine, such a thing can be 
difficult, and kind of boring, and I am tired of it and ready to find 
someone who can save me all of this hard work and simply do my 
thinking for me. 

Is there anyone (or any group) that you consider qualified to do my 
thinking for me? I would want to make sure that they were a real 
bonafide radical and not some social-democrat-pretending-to-be-a-
radical. Back in the day, activists like Larry Gossett were passing 
themselves off as radical. Some people say that Larry Gossett changed 
over the years. But that is not true. He has always been exactly what he 
is today: an opportunist looking for what he could use (and then sell-
out) in order to advance his career. 

But Larry Gossett is getting kind of old anyway. Do you have 
someone younger in mind? 
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================================================== 

9. Conclusion 
================================================== 

That's it. I appreciate your time if you have managed to put up with my 
long-winded writing style long enough to reach this conclusion. 

I appreciate your energy because I get kind of lonely sometime, and I 
miss being called all sorts of not-very-good things by young people 
who are certainly a hell of a lot smarter than I was at their age. It 
makes me feel alive. 

If you have any specific or considered questions--I am here for you. 

I can't say that I am going to agree with your views--because, as far as 
I am concerned, you are fucking wrong: you have not presented any 
ALTERNATIVE that would STOP racist police murders. 

The reason for this is that you can't. 

YOU HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE. 

That's because there is no alternative. Everything else is nothing but 
smoke and mirrors and the Democratic Party and social democracy. 

As long as we are ruled by the one percent--the racist police murders 
will continue. 

And as long as we fail to recognize the need to overthrow the rule of 
the one percent--they will continue to rule. 

It is not racist or misogynist or condescending or disrespectful or 
exploiting for me to say this. 

It is the simple truth. 

And, if you want to tell me how wrong I am--go ahead. It helps me 
understand why I am here. 

================================================== 

10. Meme vs. meme 
================================================== 

But if you want to win a greater number of activists with experience to 
your point of view--you will probably need to do more than explain 

how offended you are by my meme. Anyone can complain about how 
bad someone, or some thing, has made them feel. What counts is our 
ability to transform our pain into unshakeable determination to liberate 
humanity. That's what people care about. People don't care all that 
much about someone who seems to be whining. People care about 
someone who is not afraid to fight. 

Because that is what we need. 

The answer to a bad meme (or a poor meme) is a good meme (or a 
better meme). You guys seem to be young and full of energy and 
enthusiasm and conviction and experience and talent. Why don't you 
consider creating your own meme--one that does a _better_ job at 
explaining how you propose to make these racist police murders 
actually STOP? Maybe you can do a better job than I did? Don't you 
think it would be worth a try? 

Marches in the street are great, by the way. I was in one not that long 
ago that you guys probably helped to organize. It was a great march. It 
marched through working class neighborhoods and was a breath of 
fresh air. Mass action is indispensible. But the war of ideas, as a front 
of struggle, is equally necessary because action must be guided by 
ideas, just as ideas represent a summation of what was learned in 
previous action. For example, if we are active but are guided by the 
ideas of our class enemy--then it will be more painful and difficult for 
us to overthrow our class enemy. Some people seem to like pain. But I 
am in favor of less pain. 

So my suggestion is that you guys, who have such a deep 
understanding of, -well-, everything, put your heads together and see 
what kind of meme you can come up with that explains to readers 
what we need to do to STOP racist police murders. 

In struggle, 

Ben Seattle 
https://WarForQuadrantTwo.wordpress.com 

 


