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► If you find the ideas in this leaflet useful, talk about them 

with others—and pass this leaflet along to someone else. 

► I need your help to make these leaflets concise, powerful 

and accurate.  Let me know your thoughts when you see 

me—or post your thoughtful comments, questions and 

criticisms to my old or new blog -- Ben 

Leaflet 4.0 by Ben Seattle 

My website: http://struggle.net/Ben/ 

My old blog: “I’m here to fight” at 
http://www.revleft.com/vb/blog.php?u=15414 
My new blog: (coming soon) 

Leaflet 

4.0 
August 12, 2012 

A Better World Is Possible 
• What will it look like? 

• How will we get from here to there?

Our Strategy in the Decades Ahead: 

Militant and independent activists will (1) make a 
decisive break from the treacherous social-
democrats, and (2) create an open revolutionary 
network, based on political transparency, and 
news service to (3) encourage the self-
organization of the working class and oppressed, 
in their millions, in their struggle for:  

(a) countless partial demands, and  

(b) the overthrow of the class rule of the 
      bourgeoisie (ie: the biggest capitalists). 

Our Strategy after the Overthrow  
of Bourgeois Rule: 

We will, over several decades, learn how  
(on the basis of experimentation, with many 
successes and failures) to build an economy that 
is not based on commodity production.   

We will, during this lengthy period of transition 
and experimentation, continue to make use of the 
commodity economy  we expropriate from the 
bourgeoisie, in order to make certain that the 
necessities of life are available to everyone. 

We will also, during this lengthy period, need a 
state that will be controlled, in a stable and 
democratic way (for the first time in history), by 
the working class and masses, with the 
democratic rights of speech and organization 
used as a weapon by the masses to prevent the 
corruption and degeneration of this state. 

The strategic orientation of our movement is often 

confused with questions related to tactics.   

(continued on page 2, see Strategy) 

Our Long-Term Vision: 

The Gift Economy Represents 
the Future of Humanity 

The root of 

every problem 

in the modern 

world is that 

everything in 

society (ie: the 

corporations, 

our culture, the 

liberal and 

conservative media, the government, the schools, 

courts and "justice" system, the trade union 

bureaucracy and the non-profit institutions) are 

 

(continued on page 3, see Gift Economy) 
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Strategy (continued from page 1) 
The term "strategy" usually refers to an assessment of 

the fundamental friends and allies of the movement.  

Many seemingly different strategic ideas are often 

talked about.  But, in my view, in a country like the 

U.S. at this time, all strategic visions can be boiled 

down to one of the following two: 

► One strategy we often hear involves building an 

alliance with the usual assortment of false friends of 

the movement (ie: liberal-labor politicians, trade 

union bureaucrats, religious misleaders, poverty 

pimps and non-profit institutions, "progressive" 

media personalities and professional "opinion 

leaders" who are in orbit around the Democratic 

Party or who, in the years ahead, yearn to create a 

supposedly "independent" third party that will be 

dominated and controlled by the usual power brokers 

who work to "tame" and liquidate the mass 

oppositional movements).  This strategy is described 

by many different phrases, including "uniting all who 

can be united" and so forth. 

► The other strategy (ie: the one I believe is 

correct) involves making a decisive break with the 

entire strata of professional misleaders described 

above and basing our work directly on the working 

class and oppressed in their millions. 

Against Social Democracy 

The political trend associated with the professional 

misleaders is usually called social democracy.  

Social democracy is a large trend with different 

sections.  The "right wing" of social democracy 

includes Democratic Party politicians (like 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich) while the "left wing" 

of social democracy includes a number of supposedly 

"socialist" organizations (like the ISO or SA) which, 

in practice, are lap dogs controlled by the trade 

union bureaucrats who, in turn, are controlled by 

the Democratic Party and the bourgeoisie. 

The progressive mass movements (like the Occupy 

movement) are generally split into two poles, with 

social democratic politics at one pole and militant 

and independent politics at the other pole.  Each pole 

represents, ultimately, the class interests of one of the 

two main antagonistic classes in U.S. society: the 

bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 

Related to strategy are number of other questions and 

principles: 

For Political Transparency 

One of the most powerful guiding principles of our 

movement will be political transparency.  This 

principle will allow the largest possible number of 

activists to understand (and resolve) the problems and 

contradictions of our movement and society and will 

allow the largest possible number of activists to help 

our movement resist the treachery of the social 

democrats and strengthen its independent and 

militant character. 

With the recent police attacks and Grand Jury 

inquisition aimed at activists, a number of activists 

have come to the mistaken conclusion that most of 

our movement activity must be based on secrecy.  It 

is correct to resist the police and the Grand Jury, but 

we need to understand that secrecy leads to 

dysfunction.  We need to openly talk about (and 

resolve) our problems.  The need for a security 

culture is real.  But so is the need for a culture of 

political transparency.  We must keep in mind that 

the overthrow of the class rule of the bourgeoisie will 

be the most public act imaginable.  All of the most 

important problems concerning how to do this must 

be put on the table in the light of day. 

What Kind of Organization? 

Activists at this time are struggling to understand 

many questions related to how they can best organize 

themselves.  Here is a short summary of my view: 

The open network and disciplined work teams 

[we need] will create an open, self-organizing 

community that is guided by mass democracy and 

capable of organizing a war of ideas on a mass 

scale (ie: something that I call “information war”). 

-- Leaflet 2.0 -- May 1, 2012 – Ben Seattle 

We Need Discussion and Debate 

With the development of the class struggle in 

conditions of the emergence of the revolution in 

communications, the discussion and debate our 

movement needs is happening.  This will continue 

and will eventually become better organized, so that 

the best and most powerful ideas are openly debated 

in conditions of maximum visibility and attention. 

I encourage activists who like (or dislike) this leaflet 

to discuss and debate it with me and others.           ■
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Gift Economy (continued from page 1) 
controlled by a social class (ie: the bourgeoisie) 

made up of the biggest capitalists (who are only 1 

percent of the population).  But the class rule of the 

bourgeoisie rests on something deeper: the system of 

commodity production that is the foundation of the 

modern economy that provides (or, for many, fails to 

provide) the food, clothing, shelter and other 

necessities of life that allow 7 billion to survive in 

conditions of either relative comfort or misery. 

In order to solve the problems of the modern world, 

humanity must develop an economy that is not based 

on commodity production.  In the 20
th

 century, the 

Russian and Chinese revolutions proclaimed that 

they had solved this problem—but the economies 

they created turned out to be nothing more than so-

called command economies that were basically a rat-

bastard hybrid of “scientific feudalism” and state 

capitalism. 

My work has led me to the conclusion that the kind 

of economy that humanity will eventually create will 

be called the gift economy.  I will summarize here 

my conclusions concerning both the gift economy 

and the period of transition (lasting several decades, 

and requiring a state) that will lead to it. 

Our Economic and Political 
Alternative to the Class Rule  
of the Bourgeoisie 

Contents: 

Part 1 -- This is decisive 
Part 2 -- The economic program of the proletariat 
Part 3 -- The political program of the proletariat 

Part 1 –  
This is decisive 

How can the working class and oppressed run the 

world better than the bourgeoisie? 

More specifically, what is our economic and 

political alternative to the class rule of the 

bourgeoisie? 

Once we have an answer to this question--we can 

build a real movement (and a network or 

organization) around making this happen. 

Once we have an answer to this question, we will be 

able to take to millions the news that a better world is 

possible in such a way that we will fatally puncture 

the fundamental lie at the foundation of the entire 

system of bourgeois ideology. We will be able to 

decisively intervene in the struggle over ideas in 

society, capture the attention of millions and set 

their minds on fire. 

We will then be able to work out all the other 

fundamental questions, and bring to people ideas that 

are real instead of bankrupt bullshit about 

"socialism" or "communism" that no one can 

understand or explain without first having a 

lobotomy. 

We will then be able to help advanced activists in 

what is left of the Occupy movement understand the 

fundamental path forward. 

We will then be able to help an entire generation of 

emerging activists understand that there is an 

alternative to the endless struggle for partial 

demands. 
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Here is how I see things: 

(1) There are two main antagonistic classes in the 

United States today: the bourgeoisie and the 

proletariat. 

(2) Currently the bourgeoisie rules society. The 

proletariat does not. 

(3) The basic issue is simple: the proletariat must 

rule. 

(4) The proletariat will run society better than the 

bourgeoisie. 

(5) In order to make this happen, the conscious core 

of the revolutionary movement (ie: once there is a 

conscious core deserving of the name, because at this 

time, there is no such conscious core) will, as an 

organized force, go to the working class and 

oppressed in their millions and say to them: You 

must rule instead of the bourgeoisie.  And here is 

what you will do and how you will do it. 

(6) Point 5 (above) means that we must have an 

economic and political program for how the 

working class and oppressed will run society better 

than the bourgeoisie. 

(7) If we are not working to develop such a 

program (at least in outline) — then we are not 

studying theory for the purpose of assisting the 

working class to run society. 

(8) While any kind of detailed program is 

impossible at this time, it is possible and necessary, 

on the basis of: 

(a) an understanding of modern conditions,  

(b) historical experience and  

(c) a relentless focus on these questions with 

     determination, humility, accountability 

     and integrity  

to sketch out (at least in outline) the nature of our 

program with sufficient clarity to (a) puncture the 

most common misconceptions which hold us back 

and (b) create the confidence necessary to organize 

a larger effort to create a program which (even if it 

remains sketchy and incomplete) has the ability to 

attract the attention of tens or hundreds of 

thousands of activists and make it possible for 

activists to understand how the working class will 

run society better than the bourgeoisie. 

Part 2 –  
The economic program  
of the proletariat 

(9) The economic program of the proletariat will 

involve a transition, lasting a number of decades, 

from an economy based on commodity production 

and exchange to an economy that is not based on 

commodity production. 

(10) In the early part of this transition, following the 

seizure of power from the ruling bourgeoisie, the 

priority for the revolutionary workers' state will be 

to maintain, to the extent possible, the orderly 

functioning of the commodity economy which the 

proletariat will "inherit" (ie: expropriate) from the 

bourgeoisie so that the working class and oppressed 

will have material conditions of life similar to (or 

better) than existed under bourgeois rule.  This will 

be necessary to maintain popular support for the 

workers' state and undermine support for a return to 

the class rule of the bourgeoisie. 

This can also be put in more simple terms: If, 

following the overthrow of bourgeois rule, the 

masses cannot find food in grocery stores, they will 

put our heads on pikes and return to bourgeois rule. 

So we must make sure that there will be food in 

grocery stores, gas in gas stations, etc, etc. 
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(11) The decades-long transition to an economy 

that is not based on commodity production will 

involve two waves of expropriation: 

(12) The first wave will involve a gradual process 

of expropriation of capitalist corporations, either  

(i) in a top-down fashion by the workers' state, or 

(ii) a bottom-up expropriation by workers at these  

      corporations or  

(iii) some combination of top-down and bottom-up  

      expropriation. 

(13) This expropriation may take the form of (i) 

seizing ownership and control directly, or may 

involve (ii) a more gradual process of increasing 

state regulation or (iii) some combination of the 

above so that the corporations will be run in a way 

that is of greater benefit to the working class and 

masses. 

(14) The particular methods and pace of 

expropriation (ie: mix of top-down or bottom-up 

methods, and fast or slow pace of expropriation) will 

involve a fair amount of experimentation and will 

depend on conditions at the time and the ability of 

working class and its state to run these corporations 

in a way that is of greater benefit to the working 

class and masses. In other words, the guiding 

principle will be point 10 (above) because if the 

working class and its state fails to run the economy 

better than the bourgeoisie--popular sentiment for a 

return to bourgeois rule will inevitably grow and 

the revolution will likely collapse. 

(15) The first wave of expropriation, regardless of 

the mix of methods and pace described above, will 

result in an economic sector often described as "state 

capitalist". This term can be understood in different 

ways (that are either correct or not) but the 

expropriated corporations will, to a large extent, still 

be based on commodity production and exchange 

(ie: the creation and distribution of goods and 

services for money or exchange, the payment of 

wages, etc) regardless of whether they are heavily 

regulated or "owned" by the state or by collectives of 

workers. 

Because these corporations will still be based (even 

after they have been taken over by the workers' state 

or by their workers themselves) on commodity 

production, they can be considered a form of 

capitalist economic enterprises. Because the 

operation of the normal capitalist drive for maximum 

profit and return on invested capital will be limited 

(or regulated) by state or worker control, the term 

"state capitalist" may provide some clarity. 

At the same time, we must be aware that the term 

"state capitalist" has also been used to describe 

something different: economic units in the Soviet 

Union, China and elsewhere that were run by the 

exploiting classes that took power in these countries 

after the revolution of the workers and peasants was 

undermined from within, corrupted and defeated. 

It is important and necessary to understand the 

fundamental distinction between economic 

enterprises which are (a) run by and for an exploiting 

class and (b) run by and for the working class and 

masses. 

(16) The second wave of expropriation will be in 

favor of an economic sector that is not is not based on 

commodity production. I call this the "moneyless 

economy" or, alternatively, the "gift economy", 

which is based on the principle of "pay it forward" 

rather than "pay it back". 

(17) The second wave of expropriation will take 

place more slowly than the first wave and will require 

a much larger amount of experimentation. The gift 

economy will start out relatively small in comparison 

to the capitalist sector and will grow to the extent and 

speed at which a large number of experimental 

efforts accumulate experience and develop 

successful methods of organizing human labor and 

activity. 

(18) When the gift economy has developed to the 

point that it can create the overwhelming majority of 

the goods and services that people want and need, the 

need for the "training wheels" of the commodity 

economy (and the need for a state) will have 

evaporated, and the curse of commodity production 

and a class-divided society will have been overcome, 

for once and for all, and humanity will have created a 

classless world of peace, abundance and genuine 

community for all. 

(19) I have written, in many places (see, for 

example, here: [1], [2], [3]) about the gift economy, 

and: 

(continued next page) 
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(a) how it will outcompete the commodity economy 

     during the period of transition and  

(b) how it will function to produce the goods and 

      services people want and need without the need 

      for money, exchange, wages, prices or huge 

      centralized bureaucracies that accumulate  

      power and corruption. 

I will not repeat the conclusions of all my work here 

except to note that my theoretical work on these 

topics has, to date, received no serious challenge in 

discussion and debate--only charlatan-style attacks by 

decaying groups organized on the basis of cargo-cult 

Leninism. 

An economy based on 

commodity production 

inevitably leads to a 

class divided society, 

the rule of the 

bourgeoisie, imperialist 

war, ignorance, 

poverty, racism and 

alienation. 

This concise and 

readable essay (without 

the usual bullshit 

jargon) explains why. 

Read it here: [4] 

 

(Above: A chart, based on wild guesswork, illustrates 

how the two waves of expropriation will lead, first, to 

a large state capitalist sector, and, eventually, to the 

ascendancy of the gift economy.) 

Part 3 –  
The political program  
of the proletariat 

(20) The first principle is that society will be ruled 

by the working class, as a class, not ruled by an 

organization, or party, which represents (or claims to 

represent) the interests of the class. The working 

class may employ one (or many) parties (or 

organizations of any kind) to help administer the 

economy and other social functions, but it is the class 

as a whole which will call the shots and run the 

show. 

This means, in particular, that the proletariat, as a 

class, will be able to dump in the trash any party or 

organization which either attempts to usurp power 

or which proves to be incompetent, hypocritical or 

corrupt. 

(21) In order to exercise its class rule, and maintain 

control of the economic, political and cultural 

evolution of society, the proletariat will have the 

fundamental democratic rights of speech and 

organization, which will not be politically 

restricted by whatever parties or organizations are 

employed to help run the economy or other functions. 

(22) Attempts by any party or organization to 

restrict the fundamental democratic rights of speech 

and organization will represent a declaration of war 

by these parties or organizations against the 

independent political voice and life of the 

proletariat and an attempt to usurp power from the 

proletariat on behalf of the old (or a new) exploiting 

class. 

Such attempts to usurp power will be met by mass 

defiance, mass resistance and mass actions since, 

ultimately, such attempts can only be defeated if 

thousands, or millions, are willing to fight and, if 

necessary, die in the streets in order to protect the 

class rule of the proletariat. 

(23) In conditions of great social instability, 

invasion, devastating war, starvation and destruction 

of economic infrastructure, which may create 

starvation, ruin or forms of mass dissatisfaction 

which threaten to bring about a return to bourgeois 

rule, the parties or organizations which control the 

military or police apparatus may attempt to suspend 
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fundamental democratic rights by instituting martial 

law. In this event, the proletariat, exercising its class 

rule, will decide whether (a) conditions justify such 

extreme emergency measures or (b) mass 

mobilizations (and, if necessary, fighting in the 

streets) are necessary to defeat such attempts at 

martial law and destroy the parties or organizations 

which attempt to impose it. 

It is not possible to predict (especially in regard to the 

future) all conditions which may take place as long as 

imperialist war and mass destruction are 

commonplace in the world. However, historical 

experience strongly suggests that any attempt to 

save a popular revolution by means of prolonged 

martial law and the suspension of the democratic 

rights of speech and organization--is probably a lost 

cause that is doomed to fail, because it is only the 

active intervention by the unrestricted and 

independent voice of the proletariat that can prevent 

a governing party (or group of parties) from 

becoming hopelessly corrupt. 

(24) Increasing self-organization 

In addition to organizations which are given formal 

authority by the proletariat (ie: such as by elections 

or similar forms of formal recognition) the economic, 

cultural and political evolution of society during the 

transition period will be guided by large numbers of 

independent cultural, economic and political 

organizations of the proletariat. 

These independent organizations may, in some cases, 

have or develop connections or ties to officially 

recognized governmental bodies, but this is likely to 

be a highly fluid situation. As the transition to a 

classless society with no state proceeds, these 

independent organizations will play a larger role 
in self-organizing the cultural, economic and political 

life of the masses. 

(25) The proletariat, during the lengthy period of 

transition to an economy which is not based on 

commodity production, will face numerous attempts 

by the former exploiting class, and its flunkies, to 

restore the system of bourgeois rule. The 

proletariat will also face similar attempts by elements 

which aspire to create a new exploiting class that can 

rule society (ie: as took place in the Soviet Union, 

China and elsewhere). 

(26) The danger of bourgeois restoration, and the 

equivalent danger of usurpation by a new ruling 

class will exist as long as a significant section of the 

economy is based on commodity production, since 

commodity  production spontaneously leads to 

various kinds of economic and social privilege for a 

few and (following from this) demands for the 

unrestricted circulation of capital. 

(27) The ideological struggle against restoration 

and usurpation will be waged by many millions of 

individuals and many thousands of independent 

cultural, economic and political organizations of 

the proletariat, which will encounter and defeat 

apologists for restoration and usurpation in millions 

and billions of collisions in every sphere of human 

activity. 

(28) The principle of the separation  
        of speech and property 

In order to prevent those who have economic position 

or privilege or status (or who have connections to 

people with resources) from making use of these 

economic resources to artificially amplify the voice 

and worldview of those advocating restoration or 

usurpation, the revolutionary workers' state will 

regulate and restrict (to whatever degree has 

popular support and is necessary or useful) all forms 

of commercial speech. 

Commercial speech will be all forms of media 

created with "slave labor" (ie: media created by 

wage slaves, working in the sections of the economy  

based on commodity production, who must create 

media on the basis of the dictate of their employer 

rather than the dictate of their individual conscience). 

Just as, in capitalist society, it is not legal (in a formal 

sense) to buy someone's vote in an election, so during 

the period of transition, it will not be possible to buy 

someone's voice for the purpose of promoting vile or 

reactionary views. Those who wish to promote vile or 

reactionary views will have to do so on the same 

basis as everyone else (where they will be drowned 

out by the many voices opposed to their backward 

and reactionary nonsense) rather than being able to 

amplify their voice with money and talking heads 

they can hire and control. 

By means of this fundamental principle of 

separation of speech and property, the proletariat 

will cut down to size the voice of those who promote 

an ideology or worldview which undermines the 

interests of the masses and supports restoration or 

usurpation. 
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The fundamental distinction between free speech 

(ie: created by volunteer labor) and commercial 

speech (ie: created in exchange for wages, survival or 

privilege) will be the powerful weapon of the 

proletariat in its protracted struggle to maintain 

ideological supremacy against those  who promote 

the worldview that would undermine the 

consciousness of the masses and drag society back 

to conditions of domination by a handful of 

exploiters. 

Footnotes: 

[1] Politics, Economics and the Mass Media 

      when the working class runs the show 
      http://struggle.net/ALDS/essay_153_content.htm 
[2] --- Appendix F --- 

     The Ascendency of the 

      Self-Organizing Moneyless Economy 
      http://struggle.net/ALDS/part_7_F.htm 

[3] The Self-Organizing Moneyless Economy 
      http://leninism.org/leninism/some/ 
[4] The Laws of Commodity Production 

      for Dummies -- http://struggle.net/alds/locp.htm 

Public Meeting 
The Open Network of Revolutionary Activists 

Sunday, August 19 – from: 11 am to 2 pm 

Roy Street Coffee (Broadway and Roy) 

I would like to tell readers about the discussion group 

in which I participate.  We call ourselves the Open 

Network of Revolutionary Activists.  We are a 

different kind of group inasmuch as our “project” is 

not to have a project.  We believe that the problems 

in the movement are complex enough that there is a 

need for open discussion without the usual pressure 

to shortcut the discussion because “we need to do this 

by such-and-such a date”.  

Here is our (tentative) mission startement: 

We work to overcome the isolation faced  

by independent revolutionary activists so 

that we can help one another develop or 

advance a revolutionary perspective in 

our work.   

We work to sort out questions by 

engaging and defending ideas. 

All revolutionary-minded activists have a right to 

attend our meetings.   

We currently meet every two weeks.  Readers who 

have reached revolutionary conclusions are welcome 

to come to our meetings.  The nature of our 

discussion can be seen in the public reports we post 

on our blogs, which summarize each meeting: 

► Art Francisco –    
      http://ArtFrancisco.Wordpress.com 
► Damien Harris –  
      http://DamienHarris.blogspot.com 
► Ben Seattle –  
      http://www.revleft.com/vb/blog.php?u=15414 

We discuss news of the world and the movement 

with a view to (1) summing up the work of whoever 

shows up as well as (2) the experience of the 20th 

century and (3 ) understanding the nature of 

revolutionary work in the modern world.  We 

determine our agenda at the start of  each meeting.  

The author of this leaflet will be present. 

I should add that some activists have reached the 

point in their development where they have figured 

out all the most important questions in the movement.  

These activists would certainly find our meetings a 

total waste of their time.  Other activists, however, 

may find our meetings useful. 

 


