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"You may as well strike at heaven with your 

  staves as lift them against the Roman state" 
  (from a book thrown to the floor by the SWAT team) 

Tuesday morning, before 6 am, Mayor McGinn's 
SWAT team "contacted" (that's what the lying, 
smirking bastards at the Seattle Police Department 
called it on their web site) sleeping activists by 
smashing down their door, throwing in a flash-bang 
grenade, and pointing loaded submachine guns at their 
faces.  The activists were handcuffed and the police 
attempted to interrogate them, asking for any 
information that could be used to smash down more 
doors, throw more grenades and point more guns. 

The apartment was ransacked, books were thrown to 
the floor (such as Shakespeare's Coriolanus, quoted 
above) and a black bandanna, a pair of goggles (such as 
would be used to protect one’s eyes when the police 
saturate a crowd with pepper spray) and anarchist 
literature were confiscated as (supposedly) important 
"evidence" of the (supposedly) terrible crimes 
committed on May 1st when, during a spirited protest 
march of hundreds, a dozen or so young men and 
women broke some windows belonging to the greedy 
banks that melted down our economy and plunged 
millions into unemployment, misery, homelessness and 
despair. 

As the military-style thugs stormed up the stairs, the 
activists, who are widely known and respected as 
organizers of the Occupy movement, crawled out of 
bed, knelt down and put their hands behind their heads.  
The trigger-happy Seattle police are well known for 
filling someone full of lead for carving a piece of wood 
or holding a remote control.  Better to give them the 
least excuse possible.  After all, any cop that murders 
someone need only to claim that he did so because he 
was in fear of his life. 

Seattle police spokeman Sean Whitcomb, attempting to 
put a good face on this blatant effort at political 
repression by means of violent intimidation, called 
the window-breaking on May 1st the worst violence he 
had seen since the WTO protests in 1999.  Apparently 

Whitcomb is unaware that 22 people in Seattle have 
been gunned down so far this year. 

But Whitcomb has had plenty of help putting a good 
face on naked political repression.  As one good 
example (out of many) the Stranger’s news editor, 
Dominic Holden, has pounded a steady drumbeat of 

fear-mongering which has painted the Occupy 
movement as violent fanatics. 

 

Activists are under attack by rabid SWAT thugs and 
prostitute news media (such as the Stranger, which is 
emerging as a power broker in the local Democratic 

Party machine) because they are working to oppose   ► 



increasing austerity and repression by building a 
culture of mass active resistence. 

The local representatives of the ruling class in this 
country went apeshit with rage when Occupy activists 
refused to pledge to limit themselves to passive 
resistence (ie: a cop kicks you in the face, you turn the 
other cheek so he can kick the other side) and instead 
insisted that a real movement of the working class and 
oppressed (ie: something more than election fodder for 
one of the candidates of the billionnaries) must be 
based on activists who think for themselves and 
choose tactics based on the situation and their 
experience. 

Of course, in a situation where activists think for 
themselves, it is inevitable that occasionally some silly, 
or even stupid, decisions are made.  And, in my own 
opinion, a number of silly, and even stupid, decisions 
were made on May 1st by some activists who do not 
have enough experience to understand what kinds of 
actions will resonate most powerfully with the millions 

of workers and oppressed who will eventually form 
the backbone of the movement to overthrow the class 
rule of the bourgeoisie (ie: the social class made up of 
the biggest capitalists).  And that is why activists need 
the experience of learning, at their own pace, from 
their own mistakes and the mistakes of others. 

What is the road forward for the development 
of a revolutionary movement? 

The strength of our movement is that a militant core at 
the heart of Occupy has always understood that none of 
the problems of our present day world can be solved 
until the class rule of the bouorgeoisie is overthrown in 
a social revolution involving millions of workers and 
the oppressed.  There is a lot of confusion, of course, 
concerning a host of questions related to this, but these 
questions will be cleared up over time. 

The efforts of the ruling bourgeoisie to intimidate 
activists with grenades and automatic weapons will fail.  
Similarly, the efforts of the ruling bourgeoisie to limit 
our resistance to those channels that are acceptable to 
them (ie: channels designed for the purpose of wearing 
us down and exhausting our energies) must be resisted.  
This year, in particular, our false (or misguided) 
“friends” will preach to us that we must invest our 
passion into their election circus instead of working to 
build a movement that is real. 

Over time we will develop increasing clarity on all 
these questions. 

Some Upcoming Events 
 

► Thursday, July 26, 12 Noon (meet at 12
th
 and Alder) 

Rally and Picket to  
Shut Down the Juvenile Jail 
Picket lines will aim to shut down the juvie, like 
we shut down the port of Seattle on Dec 12, 2011 

(Info from leaflet by the Black Orchid Collective, a local and 
respected organization.) This has potential to be an action of 
significance, since on August 7 the local bourgeoisie will ask 
voters for more than $200 million to incarcerate more of the 
youth it is driving into unemployment. Let’s expose this crap. 

 

► Saturday-Sunday, August 11-12 (see schedule for times) 

Everything for Everyone Festival 
A free, two-day music, art, and politics festival scheduled to 
take place in Seattle.  Endorsed by BOC, Red Spark, 
Advance the Struggle and many other organizations, 
including the activists whose house was raided by the SWAT 
team.  More info at: http://www.everythingforeveryone.org/ 

 

The two meetings below are minor compared to the major 
events above, but may be of interest to some activists. 
 

► Sunday, July 29, 4 pm, Wildcat, 1105 23
rd

 (23
rd

 & Union) 

Forum on “The History of the Sojourner Truth Organization” 

Hosted by the BOC, with the author.  See BOC blog for more info. 
-- 

► Sunday, July 22, 11 am  (Roy Street Coffee, Broadway & Roy) 

Open Network for Revolutionary Activists (public meeting) 

Our discussion group is open to all activists who consider 
themselves to be revolutionary.  Sometimes our meetings are 
interesting.  Our last meeting had four people (a record).  We 
discuss news of the world and the movement with a view to 
summing up the experience of the 20th century (and of whoever 
shows up) and understanding the nature of revolutionary work.  
We determine our agenda at the start of  each meeting.  The author 

of this leaflet will be present. 

         ■

 


