
► If you find the ideas in this leaflet useful, talk about them with others—and pass 

this leaflet along to someone else ► I need your help to make this leaflet concise, 

powerful and accurate.  Let me know your thoughts when you see me—or post 

your thoughtful comments, questions and criticisms to my blog – Ben Seattle 

Leaflet 1.0   
November 2, 2011 

Read my blog: “I’m here to fight” at 
http://www.revleft.com/vb/blog.php?u=15414 

How Can We Defend the Independent 
Character of the Occupation Movement? 
Mass democracy and political transparency will prove to be our most powerful weapons 

in our struggle to raise our consciousness, organize powerful mass actions and maintain 

the independent character of our movement as the ruling class (ie: the bourgeoisie) 

steps up its efforts to co-opt (ie: tame, control and liquidate) our movement and 

channel the energy of the masses into the usual (and useless) dead-ends. 

 
 

The Occupation movement, in little more than a month, has 

captured the attention and respect of millions in the United 

States and internationality.  The driving force behind this 

movement is the pain of millions that the capitalist economic 

crisis has driven from their homes and/or into the ranks of the 

unemployed. 

The occupations of public spaces in hundreds of cities and 

towns represents the aspirations of the masses for a 

movement of the workers and poor which represents our 

own material interests and which is independent of the 

control of the ruling bourgeoisie (ie: the class of the biggest 

capitalists who own the politicians, the police, the courts and 

the mass media—both liberal or conservative). 

The ruling bourgeoisie tried to crush our movement ► 



with police violence—but 

that only caused our 

movement to grow as 

millions watched YouTube 

videos proving that the police 

were nothing but hired thugs 

of the rich. 

Having failed to repress our 

movement at its birth, the 

ruling bourgeoisie now 

intends to capture control of 

our movement and use this 

control to restore the normal 

order of things—in which 

we are passive and isolated 

from one another and, instead 

of mass action, place our 

hopes in one or another savior 

from the establishment who 

will eventually betray us. 

Bourgeois institutions and 

their liberal or careerist 

cheerleaders have already 

begun their efforts to assert 

their “rightful place” as the 

“natural leaders” of our 

movement. 

In Portland, on October 26, 

Democratic Party 

congressman Earl 

Blumenauer attempted to 

pacify activists at a rally—

who, in response, shouted 

back: “this is what hypocrisy 

looks like”. 

Here in Seattle, the previous 

weekend, a confrontation 

broke out when Larry Gossett, a well-known Democratic 

Party councilman, attempted to speak.  The Hip Hop group 

that was scheduled refused to perform if he spoke—while the 

people who controlled the sound system refused to turn it on 

if he didn’t.  These are only the opening shots of what 

promises to be a protracted struggle. 

The Stranger: Cheerleader for “the professionals” 

It is useful to consider the array of institutions and forces 

which the bourgeoisie will use in its efforts to seize control of 

our movement.  The popular and mildly progressive weekly, 

“The Stranger”, had an editorial October 11, signed by five 

reporters, urging activists to “meet with the professionals” 

(ie: the trade union bureaucrats of the King County Labor 

Council) “and let the Occupy movement grow into what it 

must become: Something that will change everything”. 

Of course the last few times The Stranger got excited about 

“changing everything” – it was to sing about the wonders we 

could expect from electing Obama and McGinn and (before 

that) launching the brutal invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Long Road Ahead: Confronting Our Own Weakness 

The ruling bourgeoisie has the benefit of experience, 

organization, and a vast array of institutions and resources.  If 

the Occupation movement cannot be hijacked by the 

Democratic Party, the bourgeoisie may give the signal to a 

section of its professional misleaders that the time has come 

to create a third party (supposedly independent of the 

Democratic Party, but actually more of a renamed version of 

the left wing of this imperialist party) as a concession to the 

movement and as a way to safely channel mass energy into 

what will prove to be another dead end.  And activists who 

understand the need for a genuinely independent movement 

must confront the depth of the organizational and 

theoretical crisis that has limited our ability to challenge our 

ruling class and offer millions a realistic alternative to the 

rule of capital. ▲ 


